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The Home Library 
T oo often a home library is like the purple cow; it does not exist. 
True, many homes possess a 
Bible, a hymn book, and a set of sub-
scription books bought from a too-per-
suasive book agent by some credulous 
ancestor; but if "stone walls do not a 
prison make," certainly books do not 
necessarily make a library. 
A supposedly ideal house was built 
in Washington some years ago. This 
house was completely 
furnished to include ev-
ery comfort and conven-
ience that could be im-
agined. Yet it was left 
to Mrs Coolidge to dis-
cover that this "perfect" 
home had no book~::. 
A home library should 
not be a library of 
books safely locked up 
in cases lest they be-
come soiled. Books in 
the home mean books 
and magazines on tables 
where they can be pick-
ed up for a few minutes 
when there is leisure 
time- books for every 
member of the family, 
for mother as well as 
for father, and especial-
ly for the children. With 
suitable books on hand 
and some magazines for 
the children mother a l-
ways has an answer to 
the constantly recurring 
question, "Mother, what 
shall I do now?" 
"The camel's hump is 
an ugly lump, 
Which well you may see at the zoo; 
But uglier yet is the lump we get 
From having too little to do." 
The child is not the only individual 
to be considered. There should be 
books and magazines for the house-
wife to pick up for a few minutes when 
she is waiting for the man of the 
house to come, as well as books to be 
used in cooking, in house planning, 
house decoration, and in the general 
work connected with the various ac-
tivities of the family, especially some 
books on child training. She should 
have, of course, books and magazines 
for recreational reading. 
By CHARLES H. BROWN 
My Books 
What are my books? My friend·s, 
my loves, 
My church, my tavern, and only 
wealth. 
--R. Le Gallienne. 
But it is not this type of books and 
magazines which is receiving the most 
consideration by educators at present. 
Books have a far greater value than a 
material usefulness, just as much as 
our lives should be much more than 
eating, drinking, and earning money. 
Bo-oks in the home for general read-
ing will emphasize the wider signifi-
cance of the opportunities of the home 
for mental growth and for our child-
ren's development. Books such as 
these include much more than cook 
books, farm books, dictionaries, and 
encyclopedias. It is now generally be-
lieved by educators that books in the 
home for children are a necessity if 
the child is to realize his possibilities. 
The University of Chicago has com-
pleted a series of studies on reading 
in relation to intelligence, comprehen-
sion, and to some of the factors which 
lead to success in life. Their investi-
gation showed that the average person 
does not know how to read quickly and 
effectively. Some individuals read 
eight times as fast as others. Those 
who read the quickest usually receiv~d 
1he higher grades in 
school work, had higher 
intelligence- tests, and 
generally showed a 
higher degree of mental-
ity. Now speed and com-
prehension in reading 
must ordinarily be ob-
tained in the early years 
of our lives. 
Psychologists tell us 
that the habits and 
training of the first 
years of our lives are 
far more important than 
we have previously re-
alized. Efficiency in 
reading most be obtain-
ed through silent read-
ing when one is young. 
It is true that speed can 
be improved somewhat 
after children go to col-
lege, but the early fail-
ure to obtain speed and 
efficiency in reading 
will, in most cases, nev-
er be wholly overcome 
after a child is fifteen or 
sixteen. So if the child-
ren are to be able to 
read quickly and effect-
ively, the habit of read-
ing must be acquired in the early 
years before they leave home. 
A large amount of reading of suit· 
able books by children will, in most 
cases, eradicate wrong habits of read-
ing. The books must be interesting 
and suitable to the age of the child-
neither too old nor too young. They 
must be books in which children are 
interested. One of the worst things 
that can be said to a child is, "You 
sit down and read this book!" 
If suitable material is provided, 95 
children out of 100 will take care of 
their own reading. Surveys have shown 
that about 60 percent of the children 
(Continued on page 14) 
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~---------------------------------------------------1 I Princess Candy Kitchen 
I WELCOME . I I " VISIT us AFTER THE SHOWS" ! 
t_:::_:_~~-~~~:~--------------------------------~~~:-1 
~----------------------------------------------------1 I LINCOLN BARBER SHOP I 
I I 
I FOR YOUR BEST BOBS I I . I 2502 Lincoln Way Campustown I 
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~---~-----------------------------------------------·~ 
I DRUGS FOUNTAIN ! I I 
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I I 
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I Magazines I 
I I 
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~----------------------------------------------------~ I I
! THE FAIR I I I 
I I I MAIN STREET DOWN TOWN I 
I I 
I I 
I t I Dix uniforms- made of pre-shrunk material. I ! Full range of sizes. ! 
I I 
I I 
I I 
1 Feat uring Allen A and Phoenix Hosiery for the College Girl. 1 I Full fashioned-sheer chiffon silk to top-service chiffon silk 1 
1 to top. Also service weight silk to hem. In all the new Autumn I 
1 shades. Our guarantee with each pair. I 
I I 
I I 
I I 1 No use to throw those hose away 'cause th€y have a runner! 
I Bring t hem to our hosiery counter and have them rejuvenated I I at a small cost. I 
I I I I l Better Merchandise Lesser Priced ! 
---------------------------------------------- ··---~ 
The Home Library 
(Continued from page 1) 
in Iowa are not provided with suitable 
reading material. 
If we parents could only realize that 
the failure to supply our children with 
books and magazines in their youthful 
days will have a marked influence on 
their future life, that many boys and 
girls are going to college and into bus· 
iness without the ability to read easily 
and effectively and without the ability 
of acquiring knowledge through read· 
ing, then every one of our homes and 
every one of our schools would have a 
"used" library. 
A story by Theodore Dreiser in the 
September "Bookman" tells of a young 
girl who went from a mid-west farm 
to New York City. She was attractive, 
ambitious, with a fair degree of in· 
telligence; her future looked bright. 
After some experience on the stage she 
went into the movies, but at thirty she 
had exhausted life's possibilities . Her 
beauty was on t he wane, the movies no 
longer would list her as a star, and she 
had no resources within herself. The 
only th ing left to her seemed to be 
suicide. Contrast her life with that 
of Theodore Roosevelt, one who could 
find enjoyment in books. When other 
pleasures fa il, when old age confines 
one to his home, there is a lways an in· 
terest in the world of books and in the 
conversations of great men and wo· 
men, if he has developed the habit of 
reading. Theodore Roosevelt had a full 
and busy life but he always had books 
with him. The habit of reading sup· 
plies a wide range of information, does 
away with idle minutes, and supplies a 
background of memory which is ex-
tremely valuable in the future. 
This habit, in most cases, must be 
formed in early years. Therefore, we 
urge you not only to have books for 
father and mother but also to have 
a library for the children. While we 
gladly spend much on their bodies, on 
their food and their clothing, why not 
spend a few dollars on their minds? 
If the habit of reading is not formed in 
their early years, it will, in most cases, 
not be formed at all. Psychologists 
tell us that the habits and complexes 
of our childhood days, those formed be-
fore 15 or 16, are the ones which in-
fluence our whole lives. This fact 
emphasizes the importance of the right 
training of children. 
We, therefore, suggest that you take 
one of two magazines for your child· 
ren as well as some for yourself; that 
occasionally you buy some books for 
your children. There are certain books 
they will read over and over again. 
There are many magazines-"St. Nich· 
olas," "American Boy," "Child's Life" 
- which children should have to grow 
up on. 
There are also many lists of books 
for children, graded according to var· 
ious years. It is true that sometimes 
a child of twelve will read books on 
the sixteen-year old list; another child 
of twelve will read books on the eight· 
year old list. But try out the graded 
lists s uitable to the age of your child-
ren until you can ascertain t heir read-
ing ability. If they want to go ahead 
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1o the more advanced reading, le t t hem 
go.. The State College Library at 
Ames can send you copies of such 
lists, or you can obtain them from 
the State Library Commission, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 
It is not quite enough, however, to 
have books in the home. Most of us 
can afford to buy some books but only 
the wealthiest can afford to buy suf-
ficient books to keep our children sup-
plied. Unfortunately many of the rural 
schools in Iowa have wretched librar-
ies. In certain other states county li-
braries have been formed with a de-
livery wagon which makes a tour of 
the rural districts twice a month deliv-
ering books to the smaller villages and 
r---------------------1 
I I Cranford Beauty 
I ! Shop 
I 
I 
I Everything 
I I 1n Beauty 
I I Culture 
I 
I I We specialize in hair bob-
1 bing, facials, shampoos, 
II permanents, and marcels. 
I Campustown 
I I 
~------------------------~ 
r----------------------1 I Best Electric Co. I 
I I "Everything Electric" 
I 
I 
I Student Supplies I 
1 a ! Specialty 
I I Phone 123 130 Main St. 
I 
~-----------------------~ 
1£ ::;he looks like a picture 
from Vogue and moves like 
a summer breeze-more 
than likely her modish little 
feet have been shod by 
The Ames Bootery 
the rural homes Iowa is lagg;ng far 
behind many other states in this re-
gard. The prc.portion of people in Iowa 
without library service is much higher 
than in most other states" 
Theodore Roosevelt once said, "Af-
ter the church and school the free 
public library is the most effective in-
fluence for good in America." Iowa 
has the churches and schools but t he 
free public libraries have not yet been 
deYeloped as far as the rural com-
munities are concerned. Too m any 
of our schools have in their libraries 
only encyclopedias, dictionaries, and 
sets of books which no child would 
want to read. Too often the author-
ities of our schools have been victim-
ized by the many clever bo·ok agents. 
Under the Iowa law it is possible now 
for any school to make a contract with 
a city library to supply books to the 
school. This can be do.ne at small cost 
and will give children in rural commu-
nit'es the advantages in reading which 
the children in cities already have. If 
there is no public library available for 
you, wri'e to the State Library Com-
mission, Des Moines, Iowa, and ask 
how the people of your district can ob-
tain library facilities. 
I hope you will agree with us that 
our children cannot afford to be with-
out books and magazines; that books 
are a necessary part of the household 
expenses just as much as food and 
shelte r, and that books eventually will 
prove an economy. The satisfaction, 
the happiness, and the increase in suc-
cess of the future generation is so de-
pendent on books that it is a crime to 
deprive children of these facilities. 
Last year ex-governor Lowden sounded 
this warning-"The time is coming 
when we must try to equalize condi-
tions of living on the farm and in the 
tc.wns and cities. If the inequality 
which now exists continues, we shall 
not be able to keep the normal boys 
and girls upon the farm." One of the 
inequalities is the lack of library fa-
cilities in rura l communities. 
There are six points which we migh t 
remember : 
1. Buy some books and subscribe fc.r 
some magazine for the home. 
2. Before you buy, send to the State 
Library Commission, Des Monies, Iowa, 
or to the Iowa State College Library, 
Ames, Iowa, or to the Library Commis-
sion in your own state for lists of 
books suitable for children . Give the 
age of your child. 
3. Make sure your school has a suit-
able collection of books for the child-
ren ; if not, write your State Library 
Commission and ask ho·w you may 
make arrangemen t for libra ry service. 
4. Don't buy books from a subscrip-
tion agent. 
5. Don't buy sets of books. 
6. Tune in on vVOI some Saturday 
morning at ten o'clock and write to us, 
telling us how to improve our radio 
book talks. 
"A home without books is like a 
house wi1hout windows; no· man 
has the righ t to bring up children 
without books to surround them ." 
- Henry W. Beecher. 
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